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2 requeſt that the reader would have the goodneſs to excuſe. 
my inſerting the following account of a pariſh in Ireland; 
but I am led to do it, out of reſpect to the memory of a - 
very public · pirited individual, the late Right Hon. William 
Burton Conyngham, who tranſmitted it to me, as the only 
account worth preſerving, received by the Dublin Society, 
when they circulated their queries, regarding the ſtate or 
Ireland, in 1773: And indeed I think that this paper, in 
ſome degree, explains the circumſtances which have con- 0 
tributed to the rebellion which has lately raged in that 
kingdom, and which, I truſt, is now fortunajely extin- 
guiſhed. It muſt ſatisfy every thinking individual, at the 
ſame time, that, by attention on the part of the Iriſh o- 


vernment, by the introduction of induſtty and knowledge. | 
among a people ſo highly favoured by nature, and by prp- * 
moting, through tlie medium of judicious political L eſe | ; 
tigations, uſeful public inſtitutions, and wiſe laws, tile 
proſperity of the country, that the ſeeds of rebellion, hay ? 
be eradicated. 0 | e en 2777 75 
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1. cemigliatice with the Society's requeſt of laſt June, (x 773 3 
I have employed ſome time in examining, as far as in me 


lay, the preſent condition of the pariſh of Kilronan, in the ! 
county of Roſscommon, and the adjoining * diſtrict ; being 
employed there this ſummer, in the improvement of a tract 


thereof, which I have taken to farm laſt year, 


1 query. The face of the arable part of this pariſh is hilly; 
the intervening vallies, in ſome parts a very rich ſoil, in 
others; turbary. - The ſoil of the hills lying ſouth of Bra- 


river Feorus, to the ſtream dividing the counties of Leitrim 


liave mountain, having moſtly. a ſole of limeſtone rock, and 
a ſurface of kind earth, produces ſweet herbage and good 
rope of oats, though the tillage is indifferent. 


PR 


The hills eaſtward of Croſs-Hill, and extending from tho 


and Roſscommon, are compoſed, in general, of a brittle, fri- 


| able, browniſh earth, on the ſurface. As they approach the 


river Shannon, and the lake, they have a bottom, in ſome 


parts, of gaod manuring limeſtone gravel, As they aſcend 
up the ſides of the mountains, the ſoil of the ſurface remains 


the ſame colour and quality, about 16 inches deep, and the 
bottom a rotten ſlate, through which the water filtrates im- 
mediately, and by which the ſoil up the mountain. remains 
remarkably dry, producing a ſhort and ſapleſs graſs, but nei- 
ther coarfe nor ſpiry. 

The pariſh of Kilronan is bounded on the eaſt by the 


Shannon and Lough Allen; on the north, by tlie ſtream di- 


viding the counties of Leitrim and Roſscommon; and moſtly 
on the ſouth and veſt by the river Feorus. 


2d query. 
* en! mention the word diſtri, 1 Mean the whole, country ſur- 
| rounding thy lake, 
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about 9 miles long, and the Shannon is intended to be made 


navigable thereto; though the works at Jamestown, about 7 
miles diſtant, ſeem to be this ſeaſon ſuſpended. There are 
two other rivers, the Feorus and the Argnach; neither of 
which are navigable, but both apt to ſwell ſuddenly with 
mountain floods, by which they enrich. their banks, but the 


latter remarkably ſo. * They, as well as the lake and the 


Shannon, are immenſely ſtored with pike, el, trout, perch, 
&c. which may be taken in every ſeaſon of the year, except 


the winter months; 3 but never, ſo far as I can find, employed 


as a fund of induſtry by the neighbouring inhabitants, nor 
ſent to any market for ſale. The river Argnach, I think, 
merits a particular deſcription, - being in many reſpects a na- 
tural curioſity. | 

It riſts in the glyn which divides Braliave from Sheve 
Corkrah, and taking a ſtraight line from its ſource, to its en- 
trance into the Shannon at Balytra Bridge, is about 7 miles 
long ; but if taken by its meandrings, would meaſure double 


the length; however, in all its ſerpentine courſe, it does not 


deviate more than half a mile from a ſtraight line drawn, 
from its ſource to its end. No river in this kingdom ſwells 


ſo ſuddenly after a fall of rain, the torrent being irreſiſtible, 


and carrying along an immenſe quantity of fine earth, ſand, 


- 


mountain ſludge, &c. In the firſt 4 miles of its courſe, 


through the glyn which divides the two mountains, it has 
many rapid falls through the rocks, and runs in a fans rather 


ſtraighter than when it entirely quits the mountains at Arg- 


nach Bridge; after it paſſes this bridge, i ir meanders through 


a valley for near 3 miles, rendered, by its overflowings, al- 


* Anſwersthe ath query, | 


mot 
„„ 
1 % - 4 


<7 $44 N 


. = > By * 
2 N A 


—ͤ—ä46̃ — 


Wop», DS — 


. OY CN OED HE EET 


# 
1 
| 
| 
. 
| 
; 


6 
moſt as flat as a water-level, and mightily enriched 97 its 
depoſiting there much of its ſine earth and ſediment. „„ 
Time, however, and ſome ſmall banks raiſed againſt its i 
overflowings by the country people, about 3o years ago, has | 


cauſed a change in the river in this valley; it widened and 
deepened its bed, by which it does not 9 its 


banks perhaps once a year. By this change, t 
become from 12 to 14 feet higher than the bed of the ri- 
ver at low water, and produce excellent oats and potatoes, 
the only corn or roots ever cultivated here and whether 
from the richneſs of the ſoil,” or from the ſun's being re- 
fleted with more violence from the ſides of the mountains 
in this valley and diſtrict, oats ripen here near 3 weeks ſoon» | 
er, than in any part of the neighbouring counties. 4 
From the accounts I have had of the ſoil producing the 
fine ombro madder in Holland, there is no ſpot in this 


kingdom better adapted to the culture of that root, than the ; 


banks of this river. 

34 query. There is one mill on this river, well Granted | 
by having no land loſt by its water courſe; it is kept in bad 
repair, and is chiefly uſed for the purpoſe of grinding oat- 
malt for diſtilling ſpirits. There is another mill at Ballyfar- 
non, at the ſouth weſt extremity of the pariſh, uſed much for 
the ſame purpoſe; arid the proprietor of this laſt, erected laſt 
ſeaſon a mill for the purpoſe of ſcutching flax; but it muſt re- 
main until the inhabitants of the diſtrict learn to cultivate | 


the ſame, or elſe get buſineſs from the county of Sligo ſide. 


5th & 7th querries, There is but one market town in the 
pariſh, viz. Ballyfarnon; it formerly had a good iron-foun- 
dery, and mills, which are now diſuſed for want of charcoal 


the weekly market is alſo diſuſed, there being no trade ſtir- 


ring, but * annual fairs are held for the ſale of cattle. The 
village 


e banks are 


F 


village kt at preſent of about 10 cabbins the inhabi- 
tants of which ſubſiſt by dram ſelling. e 
In the diſtrict are two other market towns, viz. Drimkee- 
rin and Drimſhanbo; a weekly market, however, is only held 
at Drimſhanbo on Fridays, which I have ſometimes attend= 
ed, and ſaw no traffic whatever carried on, and ſeemed in- 
tended only for an aſſemblage of people oe the purpoſe of 
whiſky drinking. | 
The roads through the pariſh and diſtrict and the bridges, 
have been the work of the laſt 14 years. Before then, this 
diſtrict was the moſt impenetrable part of the kingdom; but 
is at preſent a moſt convenient paſſage from the county of 
Sligo to the counties of Leitrim, Cavan, &c. alſo from the 
county of Roſcommon, to Enniſkillen, and the north. 
6th query. Manufactures of any kind, never yet gained 
admittance into the pariſh of Kilronan, or neighbouring diſ- 
trict, (the making of iron, now dropped, alone excepted.) 
The only method uſed by the inhabitants for paying their 
rents, which are lower here than in any part of the king- 
dom I know of, is by the ſale of the increaſe of their cattle 
and pigs. * There are alſo about 250 horſes fed here, which | 
are employed in the carriage of coals and culm from Mr 
Jones's coalliery, all over the adjacent country. Their me- 
thod of conveyance, is, by back loads, in ſmall baſkets, half 
a barrel in each; their price about 128. per ton, for every 10 
miles. They cannot be perſuaded to the uſe of wheel cars, 
though one car would carry two barrels, and the york, of 4 
| horſes would conſequently be performed by one. 
The women are entirely idle, and have no manner of em- 
ployment. They will er N 0 * of flax, for 
which: | 


* Anſwers part of the 5th query, 


1 


— 
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phich they will vive no reaſon, but that none of their anceſ- 


tors attempted it, and conſequently that their lands are unfit | 


for it; but J have this ſeaſon thewn them the contrary, har- i 


ing, for experiment, fown one peck of ſeed on the banks of 
the Argnach, and another on the top of one of the drieſt 
Hills, in a ſmall plot manured laſt ſeaſon with lime, and both 


grew well;- the former beſt n for 8 ms the lat- I; 
ter coarſe yarn. 

a I think this a proper place, to give an account 'of e 
ſpecies of employment, in which the inhabitants of this pa- 


riſh and adjacent diſtrict, ſpend much of their time, namely, 
that of diſtilling. As every cottager, to a man, diſtils his 
eats into fpirits, every cabbin becomes alternately a whiſky 
houſe, until the produce is drank. The neighbours making 
it a point to help out the conſumption of their friends pro- 
duce, he, in turn, pays his compliment in the ſame way; and 
a rotation of idleneſs and drinking is the conſequence. The 
women alſo, being rather idler than the men, ſeem very great 


promoters of this traffic. I have had 12 ſtills non arrged to 


me in this pariſh and diſtrict. | 
865 query. In parts of the pariſh, adj acent to Batfarnon, 


they have, many years ago, uſed limeſtone gravel with ſuc- 


ceſs. In the parts eaſtward, and north of Croſs Hill, they 
have never uſed any manures for the improvement of their 
lands, except dung. I have aſked them the reaſon, and 


they told me that their ſoil never produced. marl, limeſtone, . 


er limeſtone gravel; that they never were uſed to improve, 
and if they had, the conſequence would be, their being turn- 


ed out of their farms, when meliorated. 1 have this ſummer 
ſhewn them their miſtake in their two firſt reaſons, by pro- 
ducin g, from every hill I tried, good limeſtone, and lime- | 


| Kone gravel. I have turned out ſome of the latter on the 
land, and have burned the former into good manuring lime; 


but 


f 


* 


| but the people ſeem rather diſpleaſed with the diſcovery, 
their latter reaſon overbalancing every other. In proof of 
this obſervation, Thomas Tenniſon, Eſq. who has a large eſ- 
tate in this diſtrict, has, within the laſt 2 years, erected 3 
very fine kilns for burning lime, for the uſe of his tenants, 
as well as his own, and has manured many fields in his poſ- 
ſeſſion with lime; the effect was admirable, and * I think 
his tenants profit little by his example. 

F The died running eaſt ef the. lake fre Diliauuleto 
Doobally is totally neglected. The face of the country is the 
ſame it was 200 years ago, except that nenn 
conſumed by Drimſhanbo foundery. 

Ihe parts welt of the lake, as alſo the part dT novels 
between it and Doobally mountain, have been much improv- 
ed within the laſt 10 years. Henry Seely, Eſq. has built an 
elegant farm. houſe near Drimkeerin, drained many ſwamps, 
and made ſeveral fine ditches, The Rev. Mr Crawford has 
built a good houſe, and is introducing the cabbage huſband- 
ry. And, Mr M#arlan, the pariſh prieſt, is an encourager 
of induſtry, by his example, as well as advice, m— limed 
and divided many waſte fields, 
9th, 1oth, 11th & 12th queries. The raoduce] of the land 
eonſiſts of nothing but oats and potatoes; and no other root 
or corn has been ever attempted, until this laſt ſeaſon, that 
Mr Tenniſon's limed ground has produced very fine barley. 
Potatoes rate, in general, at 6d. per cut. but this year at 5d. 
The corn is all diſtilled into ſpirits, Many horned cattle are 
bred in the vallies, and reared on the mountains, but the 
breed is bad. No ſheep are bred here; though I am cer- 
tain, if the dry grounds lying between the mountains and 
lake were ſanded or limed, they would afford an 2 
ſweet paſture for theſe uſeful animals. 
13h & 14th queries, L haye already ſid that the women 
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are ny unemployed i in this pariſh and diſtrict. The par- 
iſh contains 370 families, which, including men, women, 
grown boys and girls, may be calculated at 4 to a family, 
which makes at preſent 1480 hands, who only barely pro- 
cure themſelves a ſubſiſtence, and are utterly uſeleſs to the 
public. The whole diſtrict is equally well OY and 1 
equally idle, except about Drimkeerin. | LP! 
15th query. 1 hear of only 2 families — to a. 
rica laſt ſeaſon, and never any before; but by the eager en- 
-quiries of the people about their ſucceſs, I eine, the _— 
.of emigration might quickly ſeize them. | 
16th query. Perhaps this kingdom could not furniſh an- 
other diſtrict, which could afford ſo much ſatisfaction, in re- 
ſpect to your 16th query, as this; to which, however, from 
my want of ſkill in many of theſe matters, I am diſqualified 
to afford you the ſatisfaction I could wiſh. However, I can 
inform you, that throughout the whole diſtrict, a vein of ve- 
ry fine coal ſhews itſelf; but none is worked at preſent, ex- 
cept Mr Jones's, and that ſo badly, that if any water, be it 
ever ſo little, comes on the workmen, they are obliged to 
deſiſt, not e even a common pump to * — = 
any part. - 
The variety of firadng fulphur ſpas, &c. ee dirough 8 
the diſtrict, perhaps indicate a variety of minerals, which I 
want {kill to aſcertain; and no place i in this kingdom, affords 
ſo great quantity of iron ore; nor is there perhaps a place in 
Europe where iron could be made to more advantage, if the 
method of running the ſame, with pit-coal, inſtead of cy: 
coal, could be thoroughly praftifed. n. 
Here alfo is the greateſt variety of fine potters earth, and 
inexhauſtible quarries of flint lie at the diſtance of 5 miles 
from Ballytra Bridge. This has made me often think, with 
| what ſuperior advantage a pottery might be eſtabliſhed here, 


in 


J * 


portion of bog and mountain to arable and meadow, exceeds 
one half, and I take the whole ae e een 


ſwers 17th query. 


in preference to any place in Staffordſhire 3 che price ef land, , 
aha © price of labour, the 'cheapneſs. of proviſſons, plenty of 


fiſh, quantity and cheapneſs of fuel, are all in favour of this 


place. Add to this, the benefit of water carriage, like to be 


ſoon ſo univerſal from this place, by means of the Shannon 


and 'Grand Canal. At Durſlem, where they manufacture 


the queen's ware, they carry flint by land 60 miles, and lye 


near 60 miles from any ſea-port, Here, an eaſy water car- 


riage is likely ſoon to be ee. n way principal port 


in the kingdom. | 
The navigation could be eaſſly extended to 5 weſt conf 
The north-weſt part of Lough Allen is diſtant from-Lough 


Silly, which extends to Sligo, about 5 miles; and the level 
of the two waters, taken with exactneſs, is about 8 feet, 
neither high hills nor deep valſies intervening. | 


The flac ofthe ms, Etch if went todd eee 


to population and manufactures. The rifing grounds, as in- 


terſected by the vallies, run from 40 to 80 acres. The pro- 


would turn out from 12 to 13,000/ acres. 


Theſe are ſuch anſwers as I can give at profes to you 
queries, which I have made as ſhorr as poſlible, the lefs to en. 


croach on your time : But I imagined you would not think 
this diſtrict the more unworthy your notice, for being 
hitherto the moſt neglected and uncultivated in che king- 
dom, though perhaps, from its many natural vantage 


the moſt capable of being . to public and national 


utility. | ' E 
; | 72 | \F 
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| IF the Society ſhould think any further information necef. 
ſary from this quarter, their queries ſhall be -uſivered! wh, | 
all the exaCtnieſd in the power of — | 
1 8 8 2 Their it very humble ſervant, Wb: 
TEE nedr N 11 Cn“. O'Connor. | 
Aug. asf, 1773 5 
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N deen n the u payer. : 
{ What a geld for improvement does not this account ex 


Hibit ? and, how unfortunate is it, that ſimilar returns had 
not been made from every other part of Ireland? It might, 
have laid ſuch a foundation for the proſperity of that kings 
dom, and furniſhed ſuch means of occupation to its inhabi- 
tants, that they would have had other things to think of J N | 

than rebellion, and would have turned with diſguſt from 7 
thoſe treaſonable practices in which they have lately been in- 

volved. But if any large proportion of Ireland reſembled 
this diſtrict, what elſe could be expected from . a maſs f 
people, ignorant, idle, addicted to intoxicating liquors, ang 


without any profitable means of nn. ae a 
Charkate "what yy : ak 21 k 
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